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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


FOR  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Boston  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  in  connection 
with  the  Boston  Rural  District  for  the  year  1938.  On  referring  to 
Section  A of  the  report  it  will  be  found  that  the  Birth  Rate  was  17. i 
per  1000  estimated  population,  and  the  Death  Rate  9.5.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  has  fallen  from  49  in  1937  to  33  in  1938,  a 
very  creditable  ligure. 

Infectious  cases  have  been  comparatively  few  in  number  dur- 
ing the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  cases  have  been  very 
sporadic  and  there  has  been  nothing  in  the  way  of  an  epidemic. 
There  was  a slight  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  of  a very  severe  nature 
and  unfortunately  there  were  three  deaths  from  this  disease.  Other- 
wise nothing  of  any  note  occurred  during  the  year. 
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The  housing  question  lias  been  tackled  \’ery  energetically  and 
the  position  with  regard  to  unht  Houses  very  much  alleviated. 
During  next  year  I have  no  doubt  that  the  replacing  of  the  unfit 
houses  will  be  nearing  completion. 

The  question  of  sewage  disposal  in  certain  parts  of  the  district 
is  still  a burning  question.  The  urbanised  parts  of  Fishtoft  and 
Wyberton  and  Kirton  still  present  a pressing  problem.  The 
question  of  finance  is  the  all  important  problem  and  I sincerely  hope 
that  some  means  may  be  devised  whereby  those  districts  may  have 
a proper  sewage  disposal  without  causing  any  undue  burden  on  the 
districts  concerned.  The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a pure  water 
supply  is  now  almost  completed  and  will  be  a great  boon  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  kind  interest  and  co-operation  in 
the  public  health  work  of  the  district,  and  to  the  staff  for  their 
enthusiasm  and  valuable  team  work. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  C.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  83,930 

Population,  estimated,  1938 19,050 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938),  estimated  4,950 

Reduced  Rateable  Value  £46,781 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £185 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  estimated  ...  5,000 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Live  Births — Legitimate.  Total  327  ; males  159,  females  168. 

Illegitimate.  Total  15  ; males  5,  females  10. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  17. i. 
Still  Births — Total  12  ; males  5,  females  7. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  33.2. 

Deaths — Total  201  ; males  99,  females  102. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
(Crude),  10.5. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
(adjusted) , 9.5. 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  : — 


From  Sepsis Nil 

From  other  causes Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

From  other  causes Nil 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  33 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  133 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 3''ears  of  age) Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  38 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .2 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis .05 

Whooping  Cough Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) Nil 

Cancer  1.8 

Influenza  .1 

Heart  Disease  1.6 
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BIRTHS. 

On  analysis  of  the  vital  statistics  set  out  in  this  section,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  number  of  Births  registered  during  1938  in  the 
Boston  Rural  District  was  327,  of  which  159  were  male  and  168 
female.  Of  these,  15  births  (5  male  and  10  female  were  registered 
as  illegitimate) . 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1938  was  17. i per  1000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  18. i for  the  year  1937. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  was  15. i. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  assigned  to  the  Boston  Rural  District 
after  adjusting  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  201,  99  male  and 
102  female,  a decrease  of  13  as  compared  with  1937. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  10.5  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 
tion, but  when  the  Areal  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  applied,  the  Death  Rate  is  9.5. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  given  as  11.6. 

The  main  causes  of  Death  during  the  year  were  : Heart  Disease 
33  ; Cancer  38  ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage  14  ; Senility  18  ; Other 
Circulatory  Diseases  18  ; and  other  defined  diseases  given  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  short  list  of  deaths  numbered  17. 

The  number  of  Births  per  annum  in  the  Boston  Rural  District 
has  for  some  considerable  time  past  exceeded  the  number  of  Deaths. 
The  figures  for  1938  were  327  births  and  201  deaths. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

Eleven  children,  5 male  and  6 female,  under  one  year  of  age, 
died  during  1938,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  33  per  1,000 
registered  live  births,  as  compared  with  49  for  the  year  1937. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  53. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  for 
the  mid-year  1938  is  given  as  19,050,  an  increase  of  30  as  compared 
with  the  estimate  for  1937. 


8 


TABLE  1. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Boston  R.  D.  1938. 

Total  Deaths  ...  20i. 


ALL  CAUSES  

Male 

99 

Femah 

102 

1 — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 



— 

2 — Measles 

— 

— 

3 — Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4 — Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5 — Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 — Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

7 — Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

— 

8 — Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

9 — Tubei  culosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

3 

10 — Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

— 

11 — Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

12 — Geneial  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

— 

— 

13 — Cancer,  malignant  disease 

15 

23 

14 — Diabetes  ... 

1 

3 

15 — Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

9 

5 

16 — Heart  disease 

14 

19 

17 — Anemysm 

1 

' 

18 — Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

9 

19 — Bronchitis 

3 

3 

20 — Pneumonia  (all  foims)  ... 

7 

4 

21 — Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

22 — Peptic  ulcer 

3 

— 

23 — Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

24 — Appendicitis 

— 

1 

25 — Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

26 — Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

27 — Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

3 

28 — Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

1 

29 — Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30 — Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

31 — Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malfoimations, 
etc. 

3 

1 

32 — Senility  ... 

2 

16 

33 — Suicide 

2 

— 

34 — Other  violence  ... 

7 

5 

35 — Other  defined  diseases  ... 

14 

3 

36 — Causes  ill-detined  or  unknown  ... 

— 

1 

S.D.55. 
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Table  2. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death- 
rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1938. 
England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller 

Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


12  0 

148 

Count  1/ 

Snw  Her 

Boroni/lis 

Towns 

Knyhnid 

and 

( Resident 

London 

find 

Creat 

Populations 

. 1 dministralive 

W’lilcs 

Towns 

2.), 000  to 

County 

including 

50,000  at 

London 

1031  Census) 

Rates 

per  1,000  Population 

BIRTHS 

Live  ... 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

Still 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

DEATHS 

All  Causes  ... 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

typhoid  fevers  ... 

— 

— 



— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

Scarlet  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Smallpox 

— 

— 



— 

Scarlet  fever 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2.05 

Diphtheria  ... 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

Enteric  fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

Pneumonia  ... 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

Rates  per  1,000  Livi 

Births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

53 

57 

51 

57 

and  Enteritis  under  2 
years  of  age  

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.89 

i 

Others  ... 

2.19 

Not  avail 

able 

Total 

3.08 

j 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Births  (i.e..  Live  and  Still) 

MATERNAL 
mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.86 

1 

Others  ... 

2.11 

Not  avail 

able 

Total 

2.97 

1 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Puerperal  fever  | 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ) 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

} 3.53 

i 15.46 

10 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


(Cl)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out 
for  the  Authority  at  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene,  London,  or  at  the  Holland  County  Council  Laboratory, 
Boston. 

(b)  AMBULANCE. 

An  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and 
is  on  call  with  a driver  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  which  is  a voluntary 
Association,  provide  an  excellent  motor  ambulance  service  for  the 
removal  of  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases  to  Hospital. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  nurses  employed  by  the 
District  Nursing  Association  and  includes  midwifery  and  general 
nursing.  The  Holland  County  Council  is  the  supervising  Authority 
for  the  administration  of  the  Midwives’  Act  and  employ  midwives 
for  those  districts  which  are  not  covered  by  the  Nursing  Association. 

(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  is  carried 
out  by  the  Holland  County  Council  at  the  Holland  Sanatorium, 
London  Road,  Boston.  The  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Orthopaedic, 
Dental,  Ante-Natal  and  School  Clinics  are  also  carried  out  by  the 
Holland  County  Council. 

(e)  HOSPITALS. 

The  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  is  administered 
under  a Joint  Hospital  Board  and  is  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  with  the  exception  of  Smallpox. 

The  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Fleet,  is  for 
the  reception  of  Smallpox  cases  only. 

The  Boston  General  Hospital  is  a voluntary  Hospital  controlled 
by  a Committee  of  Management.  The  acldition  of  a ten-bed 
Maternity  Unit  during  the  year  has  hlled  a much  needed  want  and 
the  Unit  has  proved  very  popular. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


(1.)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  in- 
formation : — 


The  Water  Scheme  was  completed  in  March,  1938,  comprising 
the  following  : — 


9" 

8" 

6" 
. // 


io|  miles. 

II 

9l 

98  > > 

8if  ,, 
i94i  - 

Total  315I  miles. 


The  following  extensions  of  2" 
since  the  completion  of  the  scheme 

Frampton  Roads,  Wyberton  ... 
Sykemouth  Drove,  Swineshead 

Rowdyke  Lane,  Wyberton  

West  End,  Frampton  

Multon  Ings  Lane,  Frampton 

Fishmere  End,  Kirton  

Hilton  Lane,  Fosdyke  

Meads  Farm,  Algarkirk  

Mandyke  Road,  Algarkirk  

Struggs  Hill,  Sutterton  

West  End,  Benington  

Pullover,  Butterwick  

Shore  Road,  Freiston  

Grovefield  Lane,  Freiston  

Ings  Drove,  Leverton  

Faunt  Bridge,  Old  Leake  

Fold  Hill,  Old  Leake  

Market  Lane,  Old  Leake  

Chapman’s  Lane,  Wrangle  ... 

Sea  Lane,  Wrangle  

Fishtoft  Road,  Fishtoft  


mains  have  been  carried  out 


1,490  yards 
180 

854  - 

107 

130  ,, 

1,767  ,, 

210 

424  ,, 

377  ,, 

401 

727  ,, 

267 
1,164 

269  ,, 

515  „ 

214  ,, 

268  ,, 

498 

63 

869 

no 

Total  miles. 


The  total  length  is  now  322-J-  miles. 


The  number  of  domestic  properties  on  Public  supply  is  4,072, 
of  which,  572  are  metered  supplies. 
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The  water  delivery  into  the  Sutterton  Water  Tower  is  restricted 
to  20  lbs.  per  square  inch  or  45  feet  head,  fully  opened  valves  would 
give  52  lbs.  per  square  inch  or  115  feet  head,  and  is  then  passed 
on  to  the  district  at  a boosted  pressure  of  150  feet  head  inclusive  of 
Tower  water  head,  this  pressure  has  been  maintained  consistently 
without  fault  for  the  past  year. 

At  the  furthermost  point  of  the  district,  i.e..  Wrangle,  the 
pressure  varies  from  100  to  125  feet  head. 

During  the  year,  4 properties  were  supplied  with  water  outside 
the  Council’s  statutory  water  area,  making  a total  of  10  properties 
or  grass  field  supplies.  An  agreement  was  made  during  the  year 
with  Messrs.  G.  Bateman  and  Son,  Limited,  of  Wainfleet,  to  take 
a water  supply  from  a specially  constructed  stand-pipe  at  Wrangle 
for  brewing  purposes,  the  conveyance  being  by  sealed  tanks  on  a 
motor  vehicle,  collections  take  place  weekly. 

Arising  out  of  a number  of  complaints  received  from  the  North 
Side  as  to  the  iron  content  in  the  water  supply,  a sub-Committee 
conferred  with  the  Spalding  U.D.C.  and  this  was  followed  up  by 
a deputation  of  the  Council  interviewing  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
this  subject  for  advice  as  to  the  reduction  of  iron  content.  A large 
number  of  washouts  have  been  installed  during  the  past  year  and  an 
average  of  50,000  gallons  of  water  per  month  used  for  the  purpose 
of  flushing  the  mains  in  this  particular  area  which,  if  an  iron 
removal  plant  were  installed,  would  reduce  considerably  this 
wastage. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the 
Water  Department  to  be  tested  against  Typhoid. 

Applications  for  water  supply  have  been  consistent  during  the 

year. 

The  following  Table  shew  the  water  samples  (in  parish  order) 
taken  from  the  Public  Supply  and  forwarded  to  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  London,  during  the  year  1938. 

The  result  in  every  case  proved  that  the  water  from  the 
Public  Supply  was  satisfactory. 

Reference  : 

“ F ” — Full  Bacteriological  Examination. 

“ M ’’—Modified  ,, 

“ C ’’—Full  Chemical 
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Water  Samples  taken  from  March  to  December  1938. 


Parish 

Mar 

Aiol 

MayJunJ^JulJ^  Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

Algarkirk  

Amber  Hill 

M 

M 

31 

Bonington  

Bicker  

iSl 

31 

31 

Brotliertoft 

Butterwick 

31 

31 

Fishtoft  

Fosdyke  

Frampton  

Freiston  

Kirton  

Leverton  

M 

31 

M 

C 

31 

31 

C 

31 

31 

31 

Old  Leake 

Pelham’s  Lands 
Hart’s  Grounds 
Sutterton  

31 

F 

31 

Sutterton  W.T. 

F.F. 

F.C. 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F.F.C. 

F 

F 

Swineshead 

31 

Wigtoft  

3\'rangle  

M 

31 

31 

3\'yberton  

It  will  be  noted  that  every  month  the  usual  practice  is  to 
obtain  a sample  from  the  Water  Tower,  Sutterton  (practically  the 
commencement  of  the  supply  in  the  district)  for  a full 
Bacteriological  analysis,  and  two  samples  in  various  parishes  for  a 
modified  bacteriological  analysis.  Two  samples  are  taken  from  the 
Water  Tower,  Sutterton,  every  year  for  chemical  examination. 


Other  samples  are  taken  as  and  when  required. 


Appended  is  2 typical  reports  of  full  and  modified  bacteriologi- 
cal examinations,  and  chemical  examinations. 


Complaints  have  been  received  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
district  of  discolouration  of  the  water  and  from  time  to  time  a 
certain  amount  of  odour. 


This  question  is  being  investigated,  and  I hope  that  something 
may  be  done  whereby  the  iron  content,  which  is  most  likely  the 
main  cause  of  the  trouble,  will  be  reduced. 


The  following  table  shews  the  address  and  the  dates  when  the  samples  were  taken  : 
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THE 

ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HYGIENE. 

LONDON.  W.C.i. 

Register  No.  3988.  7th  June,  1938. 


CONFIDENTIAL-NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  sender  : The  Boston  Rural  District  Council,  per  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Date  received  : ist  June,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : Sterilised  Tap  in  Wash-house,  Water  Tower, 
Sutterton.  Public  Supply  from  Bourne,  Lines. 

The  sample  was  packed  in  ice. 


QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  8 colonies  per 
I c.c.  developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°  C.  150  colonies 
per  I c.c.  developed. 

EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  c.c. 

Streptococci  absent  in  100  c.c. 

CB.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes  absent  in  100  c.c. 

RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 

E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 
M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Bacteriological  Dept. 
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THE 

ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HYGIENE. 

LONDON,  W.C.i. 

Register  No.  3990.  7th  June,  1938. 


CONFIDENTIAL— NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

MODIFIED  EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  sender  : The  Boston  Rural  District  Council,  per  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Date  received  : ist  June,  1938. 

Particulars  on  label  : Sterilised  Tap  near  Carpenters’  Shop,  North 

Sea  Camp,  Freiston.  Public  Supply  from  Bourne,  Lines. 
The  sample  was  packed  in  ice. 


QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  spreading  colonies 
per  I c.c.  developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°  C.  25  colonies 
per  I c.c.  developed. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 
Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  c.c. 


RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 

E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 
M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Director,  Bact.  Dept. 
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THE 

ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HYGIENE. 

LONDON,  W.C.i. 

Register  No.  7681.  28th  November,  1938. 

CONFIDENTIAL— NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  sender  : The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Boston  Rural 
District  Council. 

Date  received  : 23rd  November,  1938. 

Particulars  on  label  : Sterilised  Tap  in  Wash-house,  Inspector’s 
House,  Water  Tower,  Sutterton.  Public  Supply  from 
Bourne,  Lines. 

The  sample  was  packed  in  ice. 

QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  4 colonies  per 
I ml.  developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°  C.  12  colonies 
per  I ml.  developed. 

EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  c.c. 

Streptococci  absent  in  100  c.c. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes  absent  in  100  c.c. 

RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 

E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 
M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Director,  Bact.  Dept. 
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THE 

ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HYGIENE. 

LONDON,  W.C.i. 

Register  No.  7682.  28th  November,  1938. 


CONFIDENTIAL— NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

MODIFIED  EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  sender  ; The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Boston  Rural 
District  Council. 

Date  received  : 23rd  November,  1938. 

Particulars  on  label  : Sterilised  Tap  outside  Bungalow,  Station 
Road,  Old  Leake,  occupied  by  Mr.  Robinson. 

The  sample  was  packed  in  ice. 

QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  3 colonies  per 
I ml.  developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°  C.  9 colonies 
per  I ml.  developed. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 
Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  c.c. 


RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 

E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 
M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Director,  Bact.  Dept. 


19 


THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND 

HYGIENE. 


23,  Queen  Square, 

LONDON,  W.C.i. 
2nd  May,  1938. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  CHEMICAL  LABORATORIES. 
CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 
CONFIDENTIAL— NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

Name  of  Sender  : B.  Brodie,  Boston  Rural  District  Council. 

Date  Received  : April  27th,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : From  Tap  in  Wash-house,  Inspector’s  House, 
Sutterton. 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS  : 

Reaction  : Alkaline. 

Colour  in  2 ft.  stratum  : Clear  pale  blue. 

Suspended  matters  : Nil. 

Odour  when  warmed  to  37°C.  : Nil. 

CHEMICAL  CHARACTERS : 

Parts  per  Grains 
100,000.  per  gall. 


Total  solids  dried  at  100°  C 44.5  3i-i5 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carbonating)  9.0  6.3 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  2.20  1.54 

Chlorine  x 1.647  = Sodium  Chloride  ...  3.62  2.33 

Nitrites  Nil  — 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  Nil  — 

Saline  Ammonia  Nil  — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0038  0.0026 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°  C.  0.019  0.013 

Hardness — Total  25.5  17-85 

,,  Temporary  13.0  9.10 

,,  Permanent  12.5  8.75 

Poisonous  Metals — Lead  ) 

,,  ,,  Copper  j 


REMARKS. 

From  a consideration  of  the  above  data,  no  exception  can  be 
taken  to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  Chemical 
grounds. 

ALAN  W.  STEWART, 

D.Sc.,  A.I.C., 
Director  Chem.  Lab. 
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Register  No.  6949. 


THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND 

HYGIENE. 


23,  Queen  Square, 

LONDON,  W.C.i. 
2ist  October,  1938. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  CHEMICAL  LABORATORIES. 

CONFIDENTIAL— NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

Name  of  sender  : B.  V.  Brodie,  Boston  R.D.C. 

Date  received  : 19th  October,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : Tap  in  Wash-house,  Inspector’s  House, 
Sutterton. 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS  : 

Reaction  : Alkaline. 

Colour  in  2ft.  Stratum  : Clear  pale  blue. 

Suspended  matters  : Nil. 


CHEMICAL  CHARACTERS  : 


Parts  per 

Grains  per 

100,000 

gallon 

Total  solids  dried  at  100"'  C 

45-0 

31-5 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carbonating) 

4.0 

2.8 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

2.20 

1-54 

Chlorine  x 1.647  = Sodium  Chloride  ... 

3.62 

2-53 

Nitrites  

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  

O.OI 

0.007 

Saline  Ammonia  

0.001 

0.0007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

0.0066 

0.0046 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°  C. 

0.05 

0.035 

Hardness — Total  (Soap  Test)  

27.0 

18.90 

,,  Temporary  

15-5 

10.85 

,,  Permanent  

II-5 

8.05 

ff  L 

Poisonous  Metals — Lead  ( 


,,  ,,  Copper  I 

REMARKS. 

From  a consideration  of  the  above  data,  no  exception  can  be 
taken  to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  Chemical 
grounds. 

ALAN  W.  STEWART, 

D.Sc.,  A.I.C., 

Director, 

Chemical  Laboratories. 
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(ii.)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Kirton.  No  action  has  yet  been  taken  to  provide  an  adequate 
metliod  of  sewage  disposal. 

Wyberton.  The  disposal  of  sewage  in  this  district  is  far  from 
adequate.  During  recent  rains  the  cesspools  particularly  in  Gran- 
ville Avenue,  were  full  to  overflowing,  and  the  ground  in  the  near 
vicinity  waterlogged. 

Fishtoft.  Here  again  the  urbanised  portions  are  urgently  in  need 
of  some  adequate  sewage  disposal.  More  and  more  houses  are 
being  built,  and  as  the  number  increases  the  more  pressing  is  the 
need  for  an  adequate  sewage  disposal. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams  during  the  year. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  have  been  very  few  conversions  to  flush  closets  during 
the  year  and  until  some  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  is  devised  it  is 
unlikely  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  number. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  were  provided  at  Freiston  Shore  as 
follows  : — 

4 Elsan  Chemical  Closets  for  ladies. 

2 ,,  ,,  ,,  and  2 Urinals  for  men. 

Although  far  from  being  self-supporting,  the  conveniences  have 
again  proved  a great  boon  to  the  people  visiting  this  part  of  the 
marsh. 


(ii.)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  Contract,  in  the  urban  parts  of 
the  following  parishes,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner  by  motor  conveyance  : — 


Parish. 


No.  of  Houses  in  the  area. 


FISHTOFT 

KIRTON 

WYBERTON 


353 

354 

323 
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The  pails  and  dust  bins  are  removed  every  week,  and  ashpits 
as  required,  but  in  no  case  to  be  left  longer  than  3 months. 

The  Contractor  must  find  his  own  tip  and  keep  it  in  a condition 
satisfactory  to  the  Council. 

Reasonable  and  suitable  tipping  ground  is  not  easy  to  find  and 
I would  suggest  that  in  the  near  future  the  Council  should  make 
arrangements  to  provide  two  or  more  tipping  grounds  in  convenient 
parts  of  the  district. 

In  the  parishes  of  Sutterton  and  Swineshead  no  arrangements 
are  at  present  in  force  for  Public  Cleansing,  but  it  would  seem  de- 
sirable that  some  system  be  adopted  in  the  near  future. 

(iii)  The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  the  Report. 

(iv.)  SHOPS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Shops 
Acts. 

iv)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  of  nuisance  from  smoke  were  received  during 
the  year. 

(vi.)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  Rural  District  area  but 
there  is  an  open-air  bath  in  the  Borough  of  Boston. 

(vii.)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  during  the  year.  The 
method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed  bugs  is  b}’ 
fumigation. 

4.  SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  some  of  the  elementary  schools  in  the 
area  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  it  is  hoped  to  improve  the 
condition  in  the  near  future.  Many  of  the  schools  are  taking  water 
from  the  public  supply  and  it  would  seem  desirable  that  this  practice 
be  extended. 

All  children  suffering,  or  suspected  of  suffering,  from  an  in- 
fectious disease  are  immediately  excluded  from  school  and  where 
necessary  disinfection  of  classrooms  is  carried  out. 

The  ’buses  conveying  children  to  and  from  school  are 
frequently  disinfected. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

61  lIoiTses  wore  erected  and  occupied  during  tlie  year  to 
replace  llie  unfit  houses  comprising  the  displacement  of  216 
per,'  ons. 


The  number  of  house.s  still  to  be  erected  to  replace  the  unfit 
houses  (3-17  persons)  at  the  end  of  1938  was  97.  Most  of  these 
are  nearing  completion,  and  I hope  the  remainder  will  be  com- 
menced and  completed  during  the  coming  year. 


I .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (rt)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  189 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  330 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Eegulations,  1925  63 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  180 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  14 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  le- 

fened  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
1 ot  to  be  in  all  lepecbs  leasonably  fit  for  human 
habitaticu.  69 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  xcithout  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 90 

3.  Action  xinder  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Nmnber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  


18 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  14 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 16 

1). — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  Nil 

An  undertaking  that  the  house  will  not  be 
used  or  let  for  habitation  was  accepted  by  the 
Council  in  respect  of  twenty-two  houses. 

In  one  case  where  a Demolition  Order  was 
operative  the  owner  relet  the  house,  Police 
Court  proceedings  where  taken  and  a fine  of 
£5  imposed. 
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4.  Housing  Act,  193G. — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  — (i)  Numbor  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  llic 

end  of  l lie  year  41 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  11 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  295 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year Nil 

(o) — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  55 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  349 

(d)  — Number  of  cases  in  whieh  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overerowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  the  overerowding  Nil 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report  : — 

It  is  desirable  that  houses  should  be  built 
to  relieve  existing  overcrowding  as  soon  as 
possible. 

New  Houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  other 


than  by  the  Loeal  Authority  78 

Erected  by  the  Local  Authority  8G 


IG4 


Age  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  1933. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases. 
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TABLE  4. 
Infectious  Diseases 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

20 

18 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

2 

11 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Chicken  Pox  

57 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Letharyica 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

2 

1 

Others  

TOTAL  

109 

28 

13 

TABLE  5. 
Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 
M.  1 F. 

No 

Respii 

M. 

n- 

atory 

F. 

Bespii 

M. 

•atory 

F. 

No 

Respii 

M. 

n- 

•atory 

F. 

0—1 

1—5 

5 — '15 

15—25  

25—35  

35—45  

45 — 55 

55—65  

Over  65  

Total 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

— 

1 

o 

2 

3 

1 

— 
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TABLE  6. 

List  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  for  1938 
shown  Quarterly. 


Disease. 

1st 

qtr. 

2nd 

{jtr. 

3rd 

qtr. 

1 th 
(itr. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

7 

4 

7 

20 

Pneiuiionia 

7 

3 

2 

— 

12 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

2 

1 

5 

Chicken  Pox  

34 

11 

2 

10 

57 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis  

1 

2 

3 

2 

8 

TOTAL  

48 

2C 

18 

25 

117 

TABLE  7. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Table  showing  attendances  by  children  living  in  the 
Rural  District  at  the  Borough  of  Boston  Welfare  Centre. 


Total 

Borough 

Rural 

Attendances  by  babies  under  1 

year  of  age  

Attendance  by  babies  over  1 

3846 

3435 

411 

year  of  age  

Number  of  new  children  under  1 

3300 

3101 

199 

year  of  age  on  1st  attendance 
Number  of  new  children  over  1 

284 

251 

33 

year  of  age  on  1st  attendance 

127 

109 

18 

29 


TABLE  8. 

Inspections  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power 

14 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

10 

3 

other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of 
building  and  engineer- 
ing construction  but 
not  including  out- 
workers’ premises) 

5 

Total  . . 

29 

3 

— 

TABLE  9. 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  to 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 
(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

— 

— 

insufficient 

'tanitarv  unsuitable  or 

Convinces  ^ defective 

not  separate 
' for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

30 


Home  Work. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  the 
district. 


List  of  Workshops. 


Smiths  



II 

Wheelwrights  

12 

Carpenters  and  Joiners 

i6 

Tailors  



12 

Dressmakers  

8 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers 

8 

Bakers  



...  25 

Saddlers  

3 

Gas  Works  



I 

Motor  Repairers  

...  23 

Other  Trades  

12 

Grist  Mill 

10 

Bricks  

I 

Artificial  Manure  



I 

Total 

...  143 

31 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

Appointments  kept 

192 

Complaints  received 

36 

Letters  and  Informal  notices  served  

. . . 1864 

Statutory  notices  served 

...  407 

Total  number  of  premises  visited  

...  1408 

Visits  Classified. 

Samples  of  water  from  Public  Main 

...  38 

Samples  of  water  from  Wells  or  Rain  Water  Cisterns  8 

Infectious  disease  

...  38 

Slaughter  houses  

383 

Food  Stores  

5 

Cowsheds  

...  133 

Dairies  

...  58 

Offensive  Trades  

8 

Caravans  

8 

Factory  and  Workshops 

29 

Bakehouses  

32 

Disinfections  (Houses) 

35 

,,  (Public  Vehicles) 

...  315 

,,  (Schools)  

...  Nil 

Housing  

...  320 

Drains  (test  and  re-test) 

...  250 

L’nclassified  

63 

Drainage. 

Defects  remedied  

32 

Length  of  drains  relaid  

. . . 400  yards 

,,  ,,  New  

. . . 4360  yards 

,,  ,,  New  g"  Sewer  

...  450  feet 

Particulars  of  Nuisances  remedied  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts. 

Closet  pails  renewed 

10 

Sanitary  Bins  renewed  

32 

Water  Closets  cleansed  and  repaired 

3 

Keeping  Animals  to  be  a nuisance  

8 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  

I 

Insanitary  Ashpits  removed  

4 

Drains  cleansed  

5 

Spouting  cleansed  and  repaired 

37 

Sinks  provided  in  houses 

3 

Cesspools  cleansed  and  repaired 

25 

32 


Dirty  houses  cleansed  

General  repairs  to  houses,  windows,  etc. 

Privies  and  Vaults 

Wells  sunk  

Rainwater  cisterns  constructed 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish 

Miscellaneous  


6 

93 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

32 


Disinfection  of  ’Buses. 

The  number  of  disinfections  of  conveyances  for  School  Children 
during  the  year  was  : — 

Number  of  Disinfection  of  ’Buses  315 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register  198 

,,  ,,  Retail  Purveyor  (premises  in  District)  ...  8 > 

,,  ,,  Retail  Purveyors  (premises  of  out  District)  8 ( 

,,  ,,  Milch  Cows 752 

,,  ,,  Cowshed  inspections  and  visits  133 

,,  ,,  Dairy  inspections  and  visits 58 

,,  ,,  Applications  received  from  registration 

during  year 7 

,,  ,,  Persons  withdrawing  from  registration 

during  year 35 

,,  ,,  Informal  Notices  served 16 

,,  ,,  Informal  Notices  complied  with  17 

60  Cowsheds  have  been  repaired  and  brought  up  to  the  stan- 
dard approved  by  the  Council. 

Many  of  the  remainder  of  the  Cowsheds  have  had  repairs 
undertaken  but  the  whole  of  the  essential  improvements  have  not 


been  carried  out,  the  reason  being  : — 

1.  Lack  of  hnancial  resources. 

2.  Cowkeeper  is  not  the  Owner  of  the  premises. 

3.  Cowkeeper  probably  giving  up  his  premises  or  his 

business  in  the  near  future. 
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1.  Suggestions  have  been  made  for  the  work  to  be  com- 
menced at  once  and  completed  within  two  or  three  years,  the  most 
essential  work  to  be  undertaken  first. 

2.  The  Owners  have  been  approached  with  a certain  amount 
of  success,  particularly  where  the  farm  has  been  let  with  the  existing 
unsuitable  cowsheds. 

3.  The  Cowkeeper  is  asked  to  give  in  writing  the  date  he 
proposes  giving  up  his  business,  and  if  within  a reasonable  time 
no  action  is  taken  other  than  encouraging  clean  methods  of  milking. 
An  inspection  is  made  on  the  date  given  or  soon  after,  to  verify  the 
statement  made  in  writing. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  1936 
and  1938. 

A Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “ Pasteurised  ” in 
relation  to  milk  treated  by  the  pasteuring  process  was  granted  by 
the  Council  during  the  year. 

The  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during  the 

year 


I authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 


I > ) f f > } 

“ Tuberculin  Tested 
“ Accredited 

3 ' » * ' * * 

“ Pasteurised 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register 

25 

,,  of  Inspections  

32 

Contraventions  of  regulations 

8 

22  Bakehouses  are  now  connected  to  the  public  water  supply 
during  the  year  and  I hope  the  remaining  3 will  be  connected  during 
the  coming  year. 

Slaughterhouses. 


In  January,  1938. 

In  December,  1938. 

Registered 

16 

16 

Licensed 

3 

2 

Total 

19 

18 

Slaughterhouses,  Etc. 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen  on  Register  ...  44 

Number  of  Inspections  383 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
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Approximate  Total  Weight  . . 52  cwts. 
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RENT  & MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS 

1920—1933. 

One  certificate  was  issued  certifying  that  a house  was  not  in  a 
reasonable  state  of  repair. 


INSECTS. 


There  were  many  complaints  received  in  connection  with 
Crickets  investing  the  houses  within  the  parish  of  Fishtoft. 

Advice  was  given  as  to  the  means  of  eradicating  the  pests  and 
the  Council  provided  special  liquid  and  powder  free  of  charge  to  the 
occupants  of  the  houses. 

A pit  being  hlled  in  within  the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Boston 
was  the  breeding  ground,  and  the  Corporation  took  immediate 
steps  to  remedy  the  nuisance. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Movable  Dwellings. 

Inspections  

Nuisances  found  to  exist  

,,  abated  

Vans  left  district  after  notice  served 

Offensive  Trades. 

Licensed  premises  (knackers  yards) 


8 

2 

1 

2 

2 


WATER. 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  Wells  or  Rainwater  Cisterns  8 
Number  found  upon  analysis  to  be  unfit ...  8 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

A new  Cyanogas  gassing  machine  was  purchased  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  for  use  on  tips  in  the  district.  When  not 
in  use  by  the  Council,  it  is  loaned  to  any  person  in  the  Rural 
District  at  a charge  of  i/-  per  day. 

Housing  and  Building  Bye-laws. 

Number  of  plans  deposited  for  new  houses loi 

Number  of  plans  deposited  for  other  buildings  ...  8o 

Drainage. 

Number  of  tests  to  new  Drains 218 

,,  ,,  (smoke)  Nil 

,,  ,,  (retests)  32 

,,  ,,  to  old  houses  (smoke) Nil 

In  conclusion  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Members 
and  Officials  of  the  Council,  particularly  the  Staff  of  my  Depart- 
ment, for  their  co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

BERNARD  V.  BRODIE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


i 


